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1880’s West Fallbrook

 

A Quarterly Publication of the Fallbrook Historical Society Spring 2025 
 

Rare photographs in the Historical Society’s photo gallery show us what 
Fallbrook looked like in its first few years as a town. 

In the 1880s, homesteaders had settled on former cattle pasture of the 
Rancho Santa Margarita that became available after the Rancho boundary 
was moved west by a U.S. survey.  On the empty mesa between Rancho 
Santa Margarita and Rancho Monserate, an agricultural community began 
to develop.  The population was young.  The average age in the district was 
just 22 years old. 

The 1880 settlers were eager to have a real town. On a mostly treeless 
landscape that had been used for cattle grazing, they needed lumber and 
brick to build homes, a church, and a school for their children.    They 
hoped to build a mutually supporting community where they could get 
their crops to market and obtain necessary supplies. 
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Churches were important to the early settlers.  Bartlett and his wife were devout.  
Although he was a Baptist, Bartlett sold choice lots and loaned money to the 
Methodists to build their churches.  The Methodist-Episcopal Church (South) 
built Fallbrook’s first church on a hilltop at the corner of Hawthorne and Pico in 
1884.  

However, the small flock of the Methodist-Episcopal Church (South) was unable 
to raise enough money. They defaulted on their payments, the lot was 
repossessed, and their building removed from the lot.  The early appearance and 
disappearance of this church in old photographs was a mystery until the 
explanation could be uncovered in historical records.   

The Baptists built their own larger church here on the high ground at Hawthorne 
and Pico Streets in 1888.  The Baptist Church is easily noticeable in most 
photographs of Fallbrook after 1888. 
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On Saturday, November 16, 
2024, Pittenger Camp 21 held 
their Annual Remembrance Day 
at the Fallbrook Historical 
Society, Pittenger House. 

 

Photo (L-R) 

Garrett Keenan, Tom 
PCC/Chaplain, Doug Wright SVC, 
Mark Goodman CC, Clay 
Hoffman, Jerry Sayre PDC, Jack 
Fred Hall SVR Unwin, John 
Keenan PCC, Ron Sheehan - 
Newsletter Editor. in Blue" 
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The congregation of the Methodist Episcopal Church on Fig Street 
thrived.  Built in 1887, this church building still stands on Fig St. today.  
It is seen in photographs about a block north of the elementary school. 

Identifying structures and people in historic photos is ongoing work of 
the Fallbrook Historical Society. 

~Tom Frew 
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1) The late Elizabeth Yamaguchi of the Fallbrook Historical Society first 

analyzed these historic photos.  Captions have been added for clarity. 

2) Population statistics referred to come from the 1880 U.S. Census for the Pala 
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Fallbrook Historical Society 

Membership Corner 

Our members are the most precious asset we as a historical 
society can have.  We value each of our members and appreciate 

their participation in the society in whatever way they can 
contribute. 

There are 4 Membership Levels: 
Annual Family Member $30 per year 

Life Member $250 
Patron Member $500 

Benefactor Member $1000 

We deeply thank and appreciate our Company Members: 

Coldwell Banker/Village Properties 

Carlsbad Historical Society 

Durling Nursery 

Escondido Historical Society 

Fallbrook Alumni Assoc. 

Fallbrook Garden Club 

Fallbrook Woman's Club 

Oceanside Historical Society 

Poway Historical Society 

Ramona Historical Society 

Scrappy's Tire & Auto 

Temecula Valley Historical Society 

Village News 

Vista Historical Society 
 



 5 

 

  

 The Historian Spring 2025 

We deeply thank and appreciate our Patron Members: 

 
Jane Baldwin 
Donna Boren 

Alice C. Clarno 
Marianne Dickey 

Jane Donath 
Tom Frew 
Joy Frew 

Bruce & Carolyn Ganoe 
Virginia Grossman 

Bill Hansen 
Brad & Karen Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. Otis Heald 
Mr. & Mrs. Hadley Johnson 

Nancy Knox 
Michael B. McDonald 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl McDougal 
Cecilia Njust 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Ric Ordway 

Wanda Reaume 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thomas 

Charlotte Wojcik-Caniat 
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Elizabeth Anthony 
Scott & Vicky Atkins 
Nicholas Baumgartner 
Sandi Baxter 
Helene Beck 
Barbara Bradford 
Joanna Bohrer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Borst 
Daniel Branson 
Ronne Branson 
Cathy Chocolas 
Lori Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Curtis 
Marisa & Greg Dehm 
Lois Dickson 
Donoghue Family 
Jeff Duhachek 
Don & Peggy Durling 
Mr. & Mrs. Darwin East 
Marci Eisenstadt 
Wayne & Carol Elder 
Eva Ellia 
Bob, Shirley & Samantha Fender 
Sherry Folsom 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gillespie 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Graeber 
Jenna Gratz 
Jim Grevatt 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Grimm 
Dorothy Grossman 
K. Gunning 
Lorena Harris 
Ken & Carol Harrison 

 Jackie Hughes Jackson 
Harmon Johnson 
Ron Kelley 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Kramer 
Dr. & Mrs. Allan Larner 

  Jessie Lee 
Spencer Lehmann 
Sherri Lenfers 

 Richard Levering 
 
 
  

          
Joellen Maddock 
Thomas Lowe 
David & Marsha Maynard 
Kathy McGoldrick 
McGuire Family 
Kristy McLean 
Douglas McCormac 
Bob & Jeannie Miller 
Jane McKee 
Roy Moosa 
Thea Moore 
Marie Morse 
Ken & Carol Munson 
Donna & Kenneth Niemeier 
Tom Odendahl 
Viola Orcutt 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ottemann 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Palculich 
Jerri Patchett 
Nile Peterson 
Lucian Petrusan 
Edna Poehner 
Maxine Qualls 
Leo & Barbara Romero 
Vince Ross 
JoAnne Schooley 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Shaeffer 
Patricia Showalter 
Joan Spencer 
Scott Spencer 
Mr. & Mrs. Steinhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Stika 
Valerie Thruelsen 
Wallace Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Vatnsdal 
Mr. & Mrs. Sonny Vogt 
Mark Weaver 
Joan Williams 
Rick Windbigler 
Dan Wireman 
Douglas Wireman 
Jauher Zaidi 
 
 

We deeply thank and appreciate our Life Members: 
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The Story of How the Fallbrook Historical Society Began 

The Fallbrook Historical Society was founded in conjunction with the Nation’s 
Bicentennial in 1976.  George P. Kelsey Jr. has always been recognized as the 
Historical Society founder, for being an early active proponent of the idea, his 
organizing, and his significant financial support. 

“Mr. Hospital”, as he was widely known for his leading role in founding the 
Fallbrook Hospital, Kelsey had also been involved with the Merced Historical 
Society and the Fallbrook Bicentennial Committee.  He was eager to see a 
Fallbrook Historical Society.  However, many others were involved as well, 
especially his wife, Josephine, Don Dussault. Roy Noon, Rosemary Pankey, 
and other notable names.  Maie Ellis was already preparing her pictorial 
history of Fallbrook. 

The Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce had formed the Bicentennial Committee 
in April 1975.  The Bicentennial Committee endorsed the formation of a 
Fallbrook Historical Society.  George Kelsey was appointed temporary chair.  
A public organizing meeting was scheduled where Kelsey was voted president, 
newspaper editor Bob White as vice president and Community Planning 
Group president Don Dussault as secretary-treasurer.  Kelsey served as FHS 
president from 1976-1980. 

The Fallbrook Historical Society was incorporated on August 9, 1976, as a 
non-profit, public benefit corporation. 

To read the rest of this article, and many others, please visit our webpage at 
https://www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org/about/fallbrook-
history/featured-articles/founding-of-the-fallbrook-historical-society/ 

 

The Fallbrook Historical Society 

Will Celebrate its 50th Anniversary 

On August 9, 2026 

A series of special events are planned leading up to that date,  

including historical trivia contests 

Special Note:  Answers to all trivia contests can be found on our website 

 or at FHS facilities. 
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President:  Roy Moosa 
Vice President:  Jeff Duhachek 
Secretary:  Marianne Dickey 
Treasurer:  Marianne Dickey 
Mary Belton: Community Display 
Mike McGuire:  Co-Chair Facilities 
 
 

Tom Frew: Historian 
Leo Romero:  Special Events 
Jauher Zaidi:  Social Media 
Pat Saunders: Curator Main Museum 
Scott Atkins: Curator of The Barn 
Don Lahey: Curator of The Pittenger House 
 

FALLBROOK HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Fallbrook Historical Society’s mission is to bring history to life by 
educating the community and others about Fallbrook’s rich heritage 

Fallbrook Historical Society 
 
P.O. Box 1375 
Fallbrook, CA  92088-1375 
www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org 
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