
 

 

 
 
 
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Historian 
The Emily Johnson Duffy Ranch School for Girls 

A Quarterly Publication of the Fallbrook Historical Society Summer 2025 
 

The Emily Johnson Duffy Ranch School on about 30 acres with horse stables 
and riding trails was located where Reche Road meets Old Hwy 395.  The Valley 
Oaks Mobile Home Park occupies this location now. 

The fully accredited and prestigious girls’ boarding school was there from 1938 
to 1955.  One of the students who came from Oregon said she was ready to 
enroll when she learned that “We could ride horses and wear shorts to class.” (1 

The school had its beginnings years earlier in 1931 on Lilac Road in Valley 
Center, as the Lilac Preparatory School for Girls. The Lilac school reportedly 
mostly boarded children of Hollywood celebrities. (2 
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 The Historian Summer 2025 

Emily Johnson was born March 2nd, 1883, in 
Mahaska, Iowa, the daughter of a judge.  In 
1910, Emily and her sister were school teachers 
living with their widowed mother in Los Angeles. 
(3 By 1920, Emily had a young son and was 
married to John Duffy, living in Redondo Beach. 
(4   She later divorced Duffy.  In 1935 she took 
her teenage son to Valley Center where she had a 
teaching job at the Lilac Preparatory School for 
Girls. (5  Emily rose to be to be headmistress and 
owner of the Lilac Ranch School. 

In 1938, Emily Johnson Duffy moved the Lilac 
Ranch to Fallbrook.  She leased a tract of land 
near Live Oak Park that used to be the Fallbrook 
CCC Camp.  The property came with a 
dormitory, a swimming pool, stables and two 
miles of riding trails. (6  It was renamed the 
Emily Johnson Duffy Ranch for the 1938-39 
school year.  
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On Saturday, November 16, 

2024, Pittenger Camp 21 held 
their Annual Remembrance 

Day at the Fallbrook Historical 

Society, Pittenger House. 
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The school was set in an oak grove.  The girls roomed 2 or 3 to a cabin.  The school could 
accommodate 60 or more students. The girls cleaned their own cabins but gave their clothes 
and bedding to the school laundry.  There was fenced pasture for the horses.  Tennis and 
volleyball courts were near the cabins in addition to the swimming pool.  Excursions to the 
seaside were sometimes arranged.  In the late 1940s and early 1950s, the Duffy girls rode 
their horses in Fallbrook’s Pioneer Days parade. 

In addition to standard academics, the girls are given “finishing school” advantages relative 
to charm, personality and social conduct.  Celebrities were sometimes sighted at the school, 
visiting their daughters.  
  
Emily Johnson Duffy appeared to have friends in Tinseltown.  She often traveled to Los 
Angeles and Hollywood to meet with mothers and daughters who were prospective students.  
She regularly invited mothers and daughters for tea on the Ranch, including local women 
from Fallbrook, to have a look at the school.  Tuition of $1,350 included full room & 
board.  Books were extra.  A summer camp for boys cost $240. (7  

 

Girls in the Living Room  

Girls in the Dining Room  

 

 



 4 

 



 5 

Continued from page 3: 

  

 The Historian Summer 2025 

Local boys were invited to attend special dinners and dances hosted by the school several 
times a year. 

Besides the teaching staff, The Emily Johnson Duffy Ranch School employed local men to 
be ranch hands.   A cook, a launderess and housekeepers were employed.  Dairy and farm 
products came from local farms, although the school did have its own cow for daily milk. 

Emily Johnson Duffy personally handed out the diplomas at graduation every year.  After 
the 1954 school year, poor health compelled her to close the ranch school.  She attended the 
school’s last graduation services which were held at Fallbrook’s St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in 1955. (8   She retired to San Diego.  Emily Johnson Duffy passed away in San Diego on 
November 20, 1962, at the age of 79. (9  

 

 

Footnotes 
1) Doris Bjorset Duffy later married Emily 

Duffy’s son, Jack.  They were married for 70 
years and had 4 children. 

2) Valley Roadrunner, April 22, 2018.  

Mystery Solved by Robert Lerner, Valley 
Center Historical Society 

3) U.S. Census. 1910. 

4) U.S. Census 1920. 

5) Escondido Weekly Times Advocate, Feb 

15, 1935. 

6) Fallbrook Enterprise, June 10, 1938 

7) Undated pamphlet.  Tuition probably varied 

by year. 

8)  Fallbrook Enterprise June 24, 1955  

9) Los Angeles Times November 23, 1962 
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COMING EVENTS 

September 20, 2025 
Reche Schoolhouse Open House 

including 
Annual Awards Presentations 

Pioneer of the Year 
Vintage Business of the Year 

Member of the Year 

Tours, Refreshments, Fun for the Entire Family 
 

 

Reche Sc 

A series of special events are planned leading up to that date,  

including historical trivia contests 

Special Note:  Answers to all trivia contests can be found on our website 

 or at FHS facilities. 

December 13, 2025 
Heritage Center Christmas Open House 

including 
Photos with Santa 

Tours, Refreshments, Scavenger Hunt, Silent Auction 

Mark your calendars – See you there! 
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Exploring FALLBROOK’S HISTORY 
 
We love to talk about our history, even going 
back as far as the Ice Age. 
  
Do you have a question about Fallbrook’s 

pioneer families, the historic buildings around 
town, our first schools, and where the railroad 
once ran? 

Submit your question to our Historian here. 

Docents at the Historical Society Museum on 

the corner of Rocky Crest & Hill Ave. can 
show our historical displays collected by our 
museum curators. 

Private tours for groups can be arranged by 
contacting us. 

Historical Presentations to your Club or group 
can be arranged by contacting us. 

 

mailto:info@fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org
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The Story  

Remembrance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

President:  Roy Moosa 
Vice President:  Jeff Duhachek 
Secretary:  Marianne Dickey 
Treasurer:  Marianne Dickey 
Mary Belton: Community Display 
Mike McGuire:  Co-Chair Facilities 
 
 

Tom Frew: Historian 
Leo Romero:  Special Events 
Jauher Zaidi:  Social Media 
Pat Saunders: Curator Main Museum 
Scott Atkins: Curator of The Barn 
Don Lahey: Curator of The Pittenger House 
 

FALLBROOK HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Fallbrook Historical Society’s mission is to bring history to life by 
educating the community and others about Fallbrook’s rich heritage 

Fallbrook Historical Society 
 
P.O. Box 1375 
Fallbrook, CA  92088-1375 
www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org 
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